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THE poet whose works are contained in the
present volume was born in the little town of
Cockermouth, in Cumberland, on April 7, 1770.
He died at Kydal Mount, in the neighbouring
county of Westmoreland, OH April 23, 1850.
In this long span of mortal years, events of
vast and enduring moment shook the world.
A handful of scattered and dependent colonies
in the northern continent of America made
themselves into one of the most powerful and
beneficent of states. The ancient monarchy of
France, and all the old ordering of which the
monarchy had been the keystone, was overthrown,
and it was not until after many a violent shock
of arms, after terrible slaughter of men, after
strange diplomatic combinations, after many

1 Originally published as an Introduction to the
new edition of Wordsworth's Complete Poetical Works
(1888).